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City of St. Clair 
#1 Paul Parks Drive 
St. Clair, MO 63077 

City Council Meeting 
May 7, 2012 

 
Mayor Blum called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: 
City Clerk, Chris Fawe called the roll.  Present were Mayor Blum, Administrator Childers, 
Alderman Tate, Alderman Fuchs, Alderman McGlenn, Alderman Dierker and Attorney Voss.   
 
Mayor Blum led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Mayor Blum asked for approval of the Council Report from April 13, thru May 3, 2012 the 
Board of Alderman meeting minutes from April 16, 2012. 
Mayor Blum asked if everyone had a chance to review the bills and if there were any questions, 
corrections or comments.  
Alderman McGlenn made the motion to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted and 
Alderman Dierker provided the second.   
Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Awards and Recognition: NAPA Auto Parts – Angela Crawford and Barb McGlenn presented 
the award to Danny Shadrick. 
 
Ordinances & Resolutions: 
 
1. Resolution 2012-03 – A RESOLUTION APPOINTING A SPECIAL ASSISTANT 

CITY ATTORNEY TO SERVE IN THE ABSENCE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY.  
Administrator Childers explained this is a resolution presented by Attorney Voss to appoint a 
Special Assistance Attorney to assure continuity when Attorney Voss is not able to attend the 
meetings. 
Alderman Dierker made the motion to approve Resolution 2012-03 as read and 
Alderman McGlenn provided the second.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 

 
Unfinished Business: 
 
1. Downtown Park Request for Proposal – Administrator Childers has put a request for 

proposals together that includes a full and detailed scope of work; if approved it will be 
published as soon as possible.  
Alderman Tate made the motion to accept the requested proposal for the Downtown 
Main Street Parks and Alderman Dierker provided the second.  Motion carried by 
voice vote. 
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New Business: 
 
1. Election of Board President: Alderman Tate nominated Alderman McGlenn.  Alderman 

McGlenn nominated Alderman Dierker.  Mayor Blum announced after taking a vote 
Alderman Dierker is the Board President. 

 
2. Planning & Zoning Board Appointments: Mayor Blum discussed expired terms of Myrna 

Turner, Doug Komo and Terry Gasaway and he would like to re-appoint them with the 
Board’s permission. 
Alderman Dierker made the motion to accept the Planning & Zoning Board 
appointments of Myrna Turner, Doug Komo and Terry Gasaway and Alderman Fuchs 
provided the second.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
Mayor Blum asked the Board Members if they knew of anyone else who would like to serve 
with Planning & Zoning; please have them contact him as there is one seat which needs to be 
filled. 

 
3. Liquor License Request:  Administrator Childers explained this is a liquor license for an 

existing liquor license holder and is for a tasting license.  Mr. Husam Haimed explained his 
interest was to have tastings once a week or once every two weeks for a couple of hours 
whenever they come out with a new product on Friday or Saturday.   
Alderman McGlenn made the motion to award the wine and tasting license to Saja 
Corporation and Alderman Dierker provided the second.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 

 
4. Resolution of the St. Clair Area Chamber of Commerce:  Administrator Childers advised 

that President Keith Domke requested to be on the agenda to make a presentation of the 
resolution approved by the Chamber of Commerce in support of closing the St. Clair 
Regional Airport.  Mr. Domke advised at the last Board Meeting the Board of Directors 
passed a resolution supporting the City in closing the airport and took it before the general 
membership and the same resolution was approved.  Mr. Domke would like to submit from 
the Chamber Board and Chamber Membership the Resolution to the City to close the airport. 
(see attached) 

5. St Clair Street Festival:  Mayor Blum advised the Merchants Committee of the St. Clair 
Area Chamber of Commerce requests the approval for operation of the 2012 St. Clair Street 
Festival on September 22, 2012.  Angela Crawford advised she is under the impression 
things will be the same as last year.  They would like to close Main Street at noon with the 
event being from 2:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. and then the street would be cleared out by 
midnight.  Administrator Childers asked if they were anticipating a dance again this year and 
Angela replied they are awaiting approval from the Board approving the street to be closed 
until 11:00, then they would like to have the dance.  Chief Hammack advised there were not 
any problems last year, but it was designed to cater to the younger kids and would be helpful 
to know if they plan to have a sound system or a band and what they are planning. Ms. 
Crawford answered at this point they were considering hiring an actual band rather than a 
D.J.  Mayor Blum advised he attended the Street Festival last year and he didn’t see any 
issues, other than that there were a lot of dogs at the function and he wasn’t sure if there was 
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something that could be done in regards to that.  Attorney Voss advised he didn’t think the 
City had anything in the ordinances regarding a festival district.  Alderman Fuchs 
commented the only complaint he heard was regarding who got spaces and who got power.  
Alderman McGlenn asked for clarification regarding shutting down the lower part of the 
street for the dance as they did last year and questioned would there be a designated beer 
garden.  Ms. Crawford responded the person they were considering for a band would play 
oldies/country and western.  Chief Hammack advised there haven’t been a whole lot of 
problems in the past with this event.  Mayor Blum commented his only concern was the 
animal situation.  Ms. Crawford suggested including in the flyer no pets and maybe that 
would help.  Alderman Fuchs commented his concern is staying out two hours later and not 
knowing the type of crowd and how the crowd responds to the band.  Alderman Dierker 
suggested having Lori Gratzer attend the next meeting to answer some of these questions.  
This item is to be tabled until the next meeting for questions and concerns to be 
addressed in more detail. 

 

6. Maintenance Funding: Administrator Childers advised the Beautification Committee of the 
St. Clair Area Chamber of Commerce approached him requesting funding for maintenance of 
the planting areas at I-44 Exits 239 and 240. The proposal is $900 for three cuttings; this 
would keep the areas trimmed every month during the summer.  Mo-DOT tries to mow the 
weekend month prior to every holiday.  Administrator Childers clarified the request they 
have made is to use a portion of the tree fund.  Mayor Blum commented this is the entrance 
to our community and he would like to see it maintained and looking nice as first impressions 
have the most impact, therefore his opinion is to have these interchanges maintained a little 
better.  Alderman Dierker made the motion to approve the request from the St. Clair 
Area Chamber of Commerce Beautification Committee to pay $900 for maintaining the 
planting areas at both of the exits for April, July and September and Alderman Fuchs 
provided the second.  Motion carried by voice vote. 

 
7. Court Audit Report:  Administrator Childers reminded the Board the Court is not included 

in the regular annual audit that the City has.  He felt it appropriate to have an audit done on 
court activities and this audit has been completed.  Administrator Childers advised he has 
reviewed the findings and discussed with Attorney Voss and there is no indication of funds 
missing or any problems within the funds.  Administrator Childers added we did find that 
there were three cases that were inaccurately recorded as they should have been.  One case 
was an error from changing to the new JIS system and the other two cases not entered in the 
system were due to the time frame on the court date.  Administrator Childers feels this was a 
very good audit and we are preparing for the regular city audit of 2011; since we just 
completed this, we will not include the court in the 2011 audit, but in every subsequent audit 
after this, the court will be included.  Mayor Blum asked if there were any recommendations 
from the auditors.   Administrator Childers answered they noted the filing system was in 
some disarray leaving the opportunities for files to be misplaced and inefficiency in locating 
files for further processing, and it did appear the court clerk did not have enough time to keep 
up with all of her duties.  Administrator Childers advised we have been working the last 6-8 
months on organizing the process, but reminded the process changed in February when the 
computer system went live. Administrator Childers feels it is getting to the point that it is 
working more smoothly and he has looked at material handling and feels this is getting more 
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organized.  Administrator Childers advised there is a summer worker who started today who 
will assist in the organizing.  Mayor Blum commented he would have a problem with 
someone working in the court clerk office without having a background check; there are a lot 
of things that could go wrong within that department.  Alderman Fuchs commented that 
having one human error out of all those cases, he felt that was pretty good considering all the 
changes with the computer system and switching of judges.   
 

8. Gym Security Cameras:  Administrator Childers explained one of the City’s hopes is not to 
have unpleasant situations in the gym by having security cameras installed.  Administrator 
Childers advised he went to a number of camera vendors; due to not knowing exactly what 
we would need and asked them to specify what type of system they would recommend for 
our usage.  Items requested were motion activated fairly durable cameras to record in some 
way to review recordings, and needed to have at least enough cameras installed to watch each 
other in case the cameras were being destroyed.  Administrator Childers advised he was very 
interested in the second option from Alarm Security; it is direct storage on the internet and 
does require a monthly data plan of $20 per month, three year contract of $240 a month for 
three years and feels this is the most reasonable.  Alderman Tate commented one of his main 
concerns would be the clarity of the video to make out someone’s face and likes the on line 
feature.  Administrator Childers reminded this is an un-budgeted item and is asking for a 
recommendation from the Board on how to proceed.  Chief Hammack suggested looking into 
adding one extra camera at City Hall.  Tim Dempsey an audience member commented he 
would be willing to donate a camera and recorder that was used on metro buses, stating the 
only problem with these systems is they are only available to be viewed by law enforcement. 
Administrator Childers will investigate further and bring back the information to the Board. 
 

9. Airport Appraisal:  Administrator Childers reminded at the March 28th FAA meeting, one 
of the items they are requiring is a third appraisal which consist of the whole area of 
development.  They submit the appraisals, it is reviewed and if there are changes or additions 
that need to be made, they will do that and this is included in the scope of work. This is a 
valued closing cost expense and would be reimbursable if the facility were to close. 
Alderman McGlenn made the motion to accept the appraisal from Lauer for $5,000 and 
Alderman Dierker provided the second.  Motion carried by voice vote. 

 
Pool Operations:  Mayor Blum explained there have been some developments that we were 
aware of in the past, but have come to the point now that we need to make a decision in 
regards to the swimming pool.  Administrator Childers explained one hurtle is ADA 
Compliance and the 2010 Updates to the Standards for Accessible Design stipulate that 
certain size pools has to have one accessible point of entry, larger pools have to have two 
accessible points of entry based on 300 linear feet of pool edge.  We have 310 linear feet of 
pool edge.  We will have to have one powered pool lift.  A portable lift would be acceptable 
and the Department of Justice is reviewing their rules and do not consider portable lifts 
acceptable unless it is anchored; which needs to be in a 2 ft. sq. concrete and bonded to the 
pool edge and will cost roughly $5,000 to have the lift installed.  We are over the 300 linear 
feet limit and would have to have two lifts.  The ADA Design Standards indicate ADA stairs 
can be used.  ADA compliant stairs have been found and begin at $5,000 and up.   The 
current stairs will not currently comply with requirements.  In addition to ADA compliance 
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issues, MIRMA has determined that our current chlorination system requires the installation 
of somewhat extensive personnel protective devices.  The combined cost of these retrofits is 
approximately $1,000. Administrator Childers recommends not opening the pool without 
addressing these issues as the fines can be up to $15,000 per day of non-compliance. The cost 
of $10,500 to upgrade the pool for ADA compliance and safety issues and we have $6,000 in 
budget for repairs; this would be over by $4,500 and we would not have any repair funds left.  
Ms. Karen McGlenn, Pool Manager, commented there will certainly be maintenance cost and 
that would leave her with no budget.  Ms. McGlenn said she has mixed emotions as she 
would like to see the pool open as they provide a service for the community, but she doesn’t 
see the pool surviving another winter.  Mayor Blum commented the pool is getting really old, 
six years ago there were issues with the pool, repairs were made knowing we would have to 
replace the pool at some point. The thought process at that time was to build a community 
recreation center, but finding the funding for this has not happened.  Mayor Blum 
commented a spray park has been mentioned previously and may be a more economical 
option to help provide some summer activities for the youth; these are not really expensive to 
operate and install. Alderman Tate stated he didn’t think it would hurt to look into the spray 
park.  Alderman McGlenn commented she was a big proponent of the swimming pool, but 
cannot justify spending this amount of money on a 50 year old pool; but in the best interest 
and finance of the City, she cannot see spending the money for this to become ADA 
compliant. Alderman Dierker agrees in terms of thinking spending $11,000 for one year of 
operation plus a possible $5,000 in additional maintenance.  Alderman Dierker stated he did 
not like the idea of the pool closing, but it is just not feasible, he is definitely in favor of 
having some other activities at one of the other parks; to spend a few hundred dollars for an 
activity for the kids to come too.  Alderman Fuchs didn’t think it was a good idea to spend 
that kind of money on the pool either, he suggests putting that money aside and look into 
other options like a spray park or use the money to begin planning. Mayor Blum asked if 
anyone would like to chair a committee to look into a spray park.  Alderman McGlenn and 
Alderman Dierker both volunteered to head up that committee. 
Alderman Fuchs made the motion to not open the pool for the 2012 season and to 
proceed with a committee to look into developing a spray park or alternative ideas for 
recreation for the community and Alderman McGlenn provided the second.  Motion 
carried by voice vote. 

 
 
City Attorney:  Kurt Voss – nothing to report at this time. 
 
Departmental Reports: 
1. Administrator Rick Childers  

A. The Fire District will be testing hydrants beginning next week and through the month of 

May.  Please notify the Water Department if you notice any discoloration of your water. 

B. Bid opening for the Springfield Rd. project will be at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 16.   

It is open to the public and the Board is invited.  We have listed the 16th as a Special 

Board meeting and will post it, although the only business to be conducted will be the 

opening of bids.  The award will take place at the regular meeting on May 21st. 
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C. We received a recommendation to undertake a public education project to provide 

information to our citizens concerning the closure of the airport.  We’ve also received 

donations to cover the cost of that campaign, and will begin sending out information 

flyers possibly as early as the week before Memorial Day.  In conjunction with the 

educational information, we will also prepare and distribute petitions for our citizens and 

the surrounding community to sign to make their support for closure known.   

  

2. Public Works: Brian Otten - Summary report of activities has been provided in packet.  
Mayor Blum asked Public Works Director, Brian Otten how the City is doing on sewer 
backups.  Brian responded there has only been one since the first of the year.  Mayor Blum 
commented the line cleaning and relining process is working and his goal is zero backups. 
 

3. Police Department: Chief Hammack –  nothing at this time 
 
4.   Planning and Zoning: Myrna Turner - absent 
 
4. Parks Beth Lauer: absent 

 
Other Business:  
 
Mayor and Board Members:  
1. Mayor Blum commented week before last Administrator Childers had wanted to check out 

the storage areas at the blue hangar based on the assumption there were two storage areas at 
the blue hangar.  One of them there was a storage facility and the key which we had for 
access; there were some items, none of which were of any real value.  There was another 
door at the opposite end; considering it is a “T” hangar it was assumed that there were two 
available storage units.  The other lock was inoperable. Someone had taken a tool and hit the 
key mechanism and made it inoperable.  Mr. Childers took a police officer with him if there 
were incidents in either case, we would have some verification.  Mayor Blum continued upon 
opening the second door it was part of another hangar which was leased by a tenant; 
immediately a new lock was put on. Mayor Blum wanted to make the Board aware of this 
due to issues going on with the airport, just in case there might be a claim that someone tried 
to vandalize or damage something at the airport, the Board would know what happened. 

 
Public Participation:  
1. Gilbert Hoffman, Hwy. 47, St. Clair, MO, asked if there is a deadline on the appraisal.  

Administrator Childers responded May 3rd was the final day for submittal or proposal and are 
asking for the final report by June 29th.  Mayor Blum commented the FAA instructed the City 
to get an appraisal which he considers to be done.  Mr. Hoffman asked if the appraisals came 
in at X number of dollars and the sale of the land is not close to the appraisals, what would be 
done.  Mayor Blum answered the appraisal is exactly what it is; it is an opinion of the 
purchase price.  Administrator Childers explained, the sale of the land will have stipulations 
on the terms of purchase.  One would be a “Performance Requirement” which means if 
certain steps are not completed in a certain time frame the sale would be forfeited.  Mayor 
Blum commented the City isn’t in any position to release in hypothetical situations at the 
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time and before it could be bought, the FAA would have to release the obligations. Mr. 
Hoffman stated,” then you have no control.” 

 
2. Tim Dempsey, 2153 Gregory, Pacific, MO.  a tenant at the airport had a question concerning 

the pavement in front of hangar #3 he rents. It is in poor shape and he is not able to taxi the 
airplane out, stating he has to drag the plane down to the end and questioned if there were 
plans to fix any of that.  Mayor Blum referred to Public Works Director, Brian Otten to 
respond.  Mr. Otten answered it is under MoDOT inspection.  Administrator Childers 
clarified that is in the list of things to be repaired. Mr. Dempsey questioned why the restroom 
wasn’t available at the airport and asked if it can be opened.  Mr. Dempsey offered to donate 
a push button lock for the restroom so that it can be accessible to the ladies. Mayor Blum 
responded he wasn’t aware of why the restroom was locked up whether it was not 
operational or not functional.    

 
Motion for Executive Session: none 
 
Next Scheduled Meeting: Monday May 21, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Adjournment:  Mayor Blum called for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:31 p.m. Alderman 
Tate made the motion to adjourn and Alderman Dierker provided the second.   
Motion carried by voice vote. 
                                                                    
                                                                                   

                                                                                     
                                                                                    Ron Blum, Mayor  
 
Date Approved: 5/21/2012 
 
Attest:                                                                            
 
 

 
_______________________                              

Chris Fawe, City Clerk   
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